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Marriage � Personal and Social Benefits � Adjournment Debate 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: I am delighted to rise this evening to speak on the 
topic of marriage�just to add to the breadth of topics that have been raised already in this adjournment debate 
this afternoon. Today is 13 August. There is a call to make 13 August of every year a dedicated day to be known 
as �National Marriage Day�. It might benefit members of the house to know that a significant national event was 
held in Canberra earlier today to mark National Marriage Day. That event was very well attended. I must say at 
the outset that my position with regard to marriage is very clear. I believe that marriage must continue to be 
between a man and a woman only. We must defend, support and promote the historical role of the family as the 
basic unit of every civil society. The National Marriage Coalition has prepared a document entitled the 
�Marriage Manifesto�. The National Marriage Coalition has come to the following conclusion�with which I 
agree, and which I will quote for the benefit of Hansard � 

Marriage is a social good. It is much more than a private preference. It will flourish most effectively 
when supported by a culture that recognizes its value for the benefit of all society and for future 
generations. Specific steps to encourage such a �culture of marriage� should be part of all government 
planning.  

I will repeat that last sentence �  

Specific steps to encourage such a �culture of marriage� should be part of all government planning. 

In the remaining time that I have�I hope not to take the entirety of it�I would like to unpack why marriage is a 
social good. Marriage increases the likelihood that fathers will have good relationships with their children. Dr 
Wade Horn, the author of Fatherhood Facts, quotes statistics citing that if a father is not married to the woman 
who bears his child, there is a better than even chance that the same father will not have a relationship with his 
son by the time he turns 18 years of age.  

Professor Howard Markham, who has been referred to by many as the greatest researcher on marriage in the 
academic world, said in his recent keynote address at the �Smart Marriage Conference� that was held in Orlando, 
Florida, that � 

It has been shown by the social sciences that married people are healthier, wealthier, have better jobs, 
are happier, have better sex lives, live longer, are less likely to suicide, are less likely to become 
alcoholics or drug addicts, are less likely to become either perpetrators or victims of crime, and are less 
likely to suffer domestic violence.  

It has been proved that children benefit the most when they are in married, two-parent families. Children raised 
by married, two-parent, natural biological families will do better at school, will experience better health, are less 
likely to divorce, and are less likely to suffer sexual and physical abuse. Children are the greatest benefactors of 
stable, strong and healthy marriages. 

Hon Alison Xamon interjected.  

Hon NICK GOIRAN: For the benefit of those who choose to interject, I remind them that Professor Howard 
Markham has been referred to by many as the greatest researcher on marriage in the academic world.  

I turn now to the economics of marriage. Divorce and unmarried childbearing increase poverty for mothers and 
their children. Research from Monash University�s Centre for Population and Urban Research has shown that 
family break-up, rather than unemployment, is the primary cause of the rise in poverty levels in Australia. Of 
course, individual circumstances do vary. While marriage is a social good, I recognise that divorce or separation 
does provide a way out of violent or high-conflict marriages. It might interest members of this place to note that 
although I was brought up in a traditional nuclear family, that is certainly not the case for my wife and I, because 
we have what is conveniently referred to as a blended family. 

In 1998, the Australian House of Representatives Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs 
inquiry into aspects of family services resulted in the report �To have and to hold: Strategies to strengthen 
marriage and relationships�. It might interest members to note that that report concluded that marriage and 
relationship breakdown costs the Australian nation at least $3 billion a year. When all the indirect costs are 
included, this figure possibly doubles. When all the personal and emotional trauma involved is added to these 
figures, the cost to the nation is enormous. As stated in the �Marriage Manifesto�, which I will seek leave to 
table, produced by the National Marriage Coalition � 

Strengthening marriage is therefore a legitimate public goal for at least four reasons: 

� Marriage protects the well-being of children; 

� Divorce and unwed parenting generate large taxpayer costs; 
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� Marriage is a unique generator of social and human capital, as important as education in 
building the wealth of individuals and communities; and 

� Marriage provides the structure most likely to achieve permanence in a relationship. 

I especially acknowledge the research and work done by the National Marriage Coalition in producing this 
document, �Marriage Manifesto�. The extensive research cited in this body of work is of great state and national 
social interest. I also recognise the work done by the Australian Family Association in upholding and supporting 
Australian marriages. 

I conclude my comments by taking a moment to reflect that none of the comments I have made this afternoon 
should in any way be seen as an attack on single-parent families, because that is certainly not the intent or the 
spirit of my words. I recognise and acknowledge that these situations arise in the world that we live in. I do not 
accept that it is the ideal situation, and I firmly believe that the majority of single parents would also accept that 
it is not the most ideal situation. The spirit of what I am saying this afternoon is that marriage is an important 
institution. The family is the basic core unit of our society and must be upheld at all costs because it has ongoing 
consequences for everything else in our society. I support the call for 13 August each year to be designated as a 
national marriage day. I conclude by seeking the leave of the house to table a copy of the �Marriage Manifesto�. 

Leave granted. 

[See paper 1043.] 
 


